Napkin Dispenser: An American Success Story
By Eric Karns
Every generation has its revolutionary visionaries - be they social advocates, businessman, scientists or in the case of this biography, a blending of all three… Inventors. This is the story of two immigrants who, in the early 20th century revolutionized an industry, moved a people and forever cemented their names in the annals of history. 
The year was 1932, two years into the depths of the American Great Depression. As our country was reeling from the effects of unspeakable financial stresses, fate had it in mind to bring two Yugoslavian immigrants to our shores. These men, Yergin S. Dislovia and Julian H.S. Penslovic (who later changed their names to the more ‘American’ sounding John S. Dis and Julian H.S. Penser.) met aboard the British immigration ship, the “S.S. Napkin” and formed a steely kinship that lasted almost 50 years until their deaths in the late 1980’s. 
Both Mr. Dis and Mr. Penser’s vocation in their native country were in Yugoslavia’s dwindling auto industry where they worked as steel forger and bolt attacher respectively. So their natural first stop was to the industrial revolution’s stronghold of beautiful Detroit, Michigan – the heart of Henry Ford’s wildly popular Model T.
The idea was simple: Land a job in a Ford factory, start a family and die happy, but this was not initially in the cards for these two men. Facing the rejection of racism at every factory entrance Dis and Penser scraped together what little money they had to open the “Dis Penser Auto Co.” on the corner of Warren and Livernois Avenue. The ramshackle ‘Dispenser’ as it came to be known grew wildly successful with local auto manufacturer’s as Dis and Penser charged little for their labor.
A few years later an idea was born. Late one night around tool box in the garage Penser exclaimed to his partner that the path to success was an automobile of their own! The two worked frantically day and night for weeks developing the specifications and diagrams that were to become the Dis Penser Furlong Auto. 
The Furlong Auto debuted not 2 months later at the 1st annual Detroit Auto Show to rave reviews. What made the Furlong so spectacular was its ability to literally WASH ITSELF. The concept was simple: a large cavity capable of holding several sheets of thin, folded paper which ran along the back-end of the Chrome and Black painted Furlong exterior. All a driver needed to do to wash his car was to douse it in soapy water and pull a sheet of paper over the vehicle in a wavy motion, and wala! A shiny, clean car every time. 
Unfortunately the Furlong did not make such a big splash in the marketplace due to budget setbacks and limited access to paper resources (what with nearly all the trees in Northern Michigan no longer existing in less then 30 years of the industrial revolution.) So it was back to the drawing board which is when the REAL magic took place.

Penser, who was always a bit pensive of the idea of retooling his auto shop took the leap to announce another idea to Dis which was to become their legacy. The men took their original Furlong diagrams out of their toolbox drawers and began to make minor, yet spectacular changes. The biggest change to the Furlong diagrams that took place was the significant shrinking of the Furlong’s scale to less that 1/32 of its original size and the removal of the engine and wheels. With less paper now needed to use the mini Furlong, mechanics throughout Detroit lined up to purchase their very own Dis Penser paper holder. When asked what the two men would call their invention, they looked at each other for a moment, reminisced about the tribulations they had been through to get to America and really make something of themselves and simultaneously announced the birth of the…
Napkin Dispenser.
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